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ABSTRACT

Oral health value,
oral health care behaviors,

oral health status

This descriptive survey research was aimed to study the association between
oral health values and oral health care behaviors of the guardians of
preschool children and their children’s oral health status in one Preschool-
Care Center, Trang Province. The samples consisted of 149 guardians and a
set of self-administered questionnaires was used for data collection.
Descriptive statistics and Chi-square test were used for data analysis. The
results showed that 71.00% of the samples were children’s mothers. About
half of the samples indicated that they have a “moderate” level of their oral
health status while one-fourth indicated a “good” condition of their oral
health status. The similar findings were found in regard to the samples’
perceptions about their children’s oral health status. Sixty percent of the
samples indicated that their children have ever had dental caries and
toothache. Approximately one-fourth of them hold a “high” level of oral
health value. Oral health status of the children as checked by school dental
hygienists showed that one-fourth of them was found to be “good” condition
while the rest needs to be taken care. Significant association was found
between the sampled guardians’ oral health values and the following
variables: sex, age, time duration used for brushing teeth, mouth cleaning
after a meal, regular dental prophylaxis (decalcifying), regular dental-clinic
visit, dental health information seeking, and children’s oral health status

through dental health check-up. The research results pointed out to the
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need and importance of developing oral health literacy among pre-school
children’s guardians. Guardians’ oral health literacy and their oral health care
behaviors provided for their children are the important predictors of
children’s oral health status. Thus, Trang Province municipality and the
organizations responsible for Child Care Centers and of kindergarten schools
should develop a program for oral health literacy of preschool children for
children’s guardians in order to get healthy oral health status of pre-school

children.
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